Criteria for the Accreditation of Principal Supervisors and Co-Supervisors in the ACT

All current HDR supervisors are to be registered as either Principal Supervisors or Co-Supervisors as per the following criteria, and agree to comply with all related ACT regulations as detailed in the ACT Handbook for Supervisors.

1. Criteria for Principal Supervisor

1.1. To be employed as Academic Staff or Adjunct staff of an ACT affiliated college.

1.2. Hold in an appropriate field of study a minimum qualification equivalent to the degree being undertaken by the candidate to be supervised.

1.3. Have attended or been involved in supervisor training or relevant professional development in the most recent 3 years.

1.4. Have successfully supervised an HDR student to completion.

1.5. Have maintained research active status by generating at least one (1) refereed publication in the most recent 3 years.

2. Criteria for Co-Supervisors

2.1. Be approved by an ACT affiliated college to act as a co-supervisor

2.2. Fulfil criteria 1.2 and 1.3 for Principal Supervisors.

2.3. EITHER have research active status by generating at least one (1) refereed publication or book or book chapter in the most recent 3 years 

OR Have expert or professional experience essential to the study area.

All new supervisors of ACT affiliated colleges to apply by submitting the completed relevant application form to the Research & Research Studies Committee, signed by the affiliated college Director of Postgraduate Studies, or equivalent person, for accreditation as either Principal Supervisor or Co-Supervisor, and complete the ACT Supervisors Induction Workshop within the first year of their registration.

Progress from Co-Supervisor to Principal Supervisor to be achieved by successful co-supervision under the mentorship of a Principal Supervisor of an HDR candidate and fulfil the criteria for Principal Supervisor.

All supervisors are to be reviewed every three (3) years by the Director of Postgraduate Studies, or equivalent person, of the relevant affiliated college to ensure continued compliance with the relevant criteria; a report to be sent to the Student Administrator for submission to the Research and Research Studies Committee.

Exceptions to this policy may be approved by the Research Committee.
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