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The Australian College of Theology
ACN: 127 429 083

CONFIRMATION OF CANDIDATURE ─ GOALS OF ACHIEVEMENT
Research Plan (MTh and ThD candidates)
The following form must be completed and submitted to the ACT’s Postgraduate Student Administrator via the candidates sponsoring college Postgraduate Coordinator or Registrar within the first six months of candidature (full-time equivalent) as part of the ACT’s Confirmation of Candidature process.  The Research Plan is required at section B of the policy.  The policy should be accessed by the candidate and main supervisor at the following site:
http://www.actheology.edu.au/policy%20files/Confirmation%20of%20Candidature%20Policy.pdf
The Research Plan is one of four things required for the confirmation of candidature.  The other three are: successful completion of research methods RM095 or equivalent; a Research Proposal delivered at a research colloquium and subsequently reviewed by an Advisory Panel convened by the research coordinator at the candidate’s college (see section C) and a plan for publication (see section D).
The Advisory Panel’s report on the Research Proposal (with its recommendation for confirmation of candidature), together with the Research Plan and Plan for Publication, should be forwarded to the ACT’s Postgraduate Student Administrator by the research coordinator.  The ACT’s Research & Research Studies Committee will consider the recommendation of the Advisory Panel for endorsement.  
The Research Plan identifies goals for achievement during the first 12 months of candidature and projects a proposed timeline to completion of the research.  
The candidate shall forward this completed, signed Goals of Achievement form and the proposed timeline to the ACT postgraduate student administrator via the candidates sponsoring college Postgraduate Coordinator or Registrar and provide a copy to the supervisor(s) before six months of the candidature has elapsed (i.e. by 31 August for candidates commencing Semester 1; by 31 January for candidates commencing Semester 2).
	Candidate Name


	

	Candidate Number
	

	Affiliated College


	

	Degree


	

	Mode (F/T or P/T)


	

	Main Supervisor


	1.


	Adjunct Supervisor 

(if applicable)
	2.




Goals of Achievement

The candidate and supervisor(s) affirm that the following goals of achievement have been discussed.  They must signify agreement that they are achievable within the first twelve months of candidature (or part-time equivalent).
The goals of achievement may include such items as:

(a)
attending relevant coursework units supportive of the proposed research

(b)
producing written reports—e.g. an annotated bibliography, a “map” of the thesis context

(c)
preparing a literature survey with discussion

(d)
drafting portions of the Research Paper


Usually up to four items is sufficient but more may be listed as appropriate.

	1. 




	2. 




	3. 




	4. 




If the space provided is insufficient, please attach another page
Proposed timeline to completion

The proposed timeline to completion may be subject to adjustment as the research progresses.  
The timeline should identify major and any relevant minor tasks and indicate expected points on the timeline for their completion.  
The timeline will be the basis for self-review of progress during candidature and responses to items in the Annual Report.

Please note:

The minimum period of candidature for MTh candidates is 2 years full-time or four years part-time.

The minimum period of candidature for ThD candidates is 3 years full-time or six years part-time.
For DMin candidates, the research phase is six semesters.  
MTh candidates

	Full-time/part-time
	Chapter in draft
	Final form of chapter
	Major tasks
	Minor tasks

	Semester 1/year 1
	
	
	
	

	Semester 2/year 2
	
	
	
	

	Semester 3/year 3
	
	
	
	

	Semester 4/year 4
	
	
	
	


ThD candidates

	Full-time/part-time
	Chapter in draft
	Final form of chapter
	Major tasks
	Minor tasks

	Semester 1/year 1
	
	
	
	

	Semester 2/year 2
	
	
	
	

	Semester 3/year 3
	
	
	
	

	Semester 4/year 4
	
	
	
	

	Semester 5/year 5
	
	
	
	

	Semester 6/year 6
	
	
	
	


SIGNATURES
_______________________________

____________________
_________
Candidate name (please print)


Signature


Date

_______________________________

____________________
__________
Main Supervisor (please print)


Signature


Date 

________________________________

____________________
___________

Adjunct Supervisor (if applicable)

Signature


Date
________________________________

____________________
___________
Postgraduate Coordinator/Registrar

Signature


Date

All enquiries regarding the Research Plan should be directed to the ACT’s postgraduate student administrator, Elizabeth Kohn.  
Postgraduate Coordinators or Registrars please forward the completed and signed form to:
Elizabeth Kohn 

The Australian College of Theology

Suite 4 Level 6

51 Druitt Street

Sydney  NSW  2000

Ph.: 02 9262 7890
ekohn@actheology.edu.au
Graeme Chatfield
Associate Dean

October 2010
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